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learning, and extends a strong commitment
to gender equality and inclusion across all
workings of the partnership, including a new
funding window that will raise an additional
$250,000,000 for girls’ education; and

Whereas with support from donors, GPE
will enable 175,000,000 primary-age children
to learn, reach 140,000,000 students with pro-
fessionally trained teachers, get 88,000,000
more children in school, more than half of
them girls, and save $16,000,000,000 through
more efficient spending: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms the leadership and commitment
of the United States Government to improv-
ing access to quality, inclusive public edu-
cation and improved learning outcomes for
the poorest and most marginalized children
and adolescents worldwide, which promotes
global stability, economic prosperity, and
poverty elimination;

(2) supports the vision, mission, and goals
of GPE 2025 to appropriately mobilize part-
nerships and investments that transform
education systems in developing countries,
leaving no one behind;

(3) recognizes that United States Govern-
ment investments in bilateral basic edu-
cation are complemented by GPE’s edu-
cation systems-level approach and partner-
ship building;

(4) calls on the United States to engage in
multiyear pledges to allow GPE to maximize
its impact in supporting governments to pro-
vide quality, inclusive public education to
children around the world and to leverage
contributions from other countries and do-
nors; and

(5) calls on the Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States Agency
for International Development to commit to
promoting children and adolescents attend-
ing school and learning throughout the
world in accordance with the 2021 to 2025
GPE strategic period.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  241—WID-
ENING THREATS TO FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS AND FREE EX-

PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD,
AND REAFFIRMING THE VITAL
ROLE THAT A FREE AND INDE-
PENDENT PRESS PLAYS IN IN-
FORMING LOCAL AND INTER-
NATIONAL AUDIENCES ABOUT
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISES, COUN-
TERING MISINFORMATION AND
DISINFORMATION, AND FUR-
THERING DISCOURSE AND DE-
BATE TO ADVANCE HEALTHY
DEMOCRACIES IN COMMEMORA-
TION OF WORLD PRESS FREE-
DOM DAY ON MAY 3, 2021

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr.
B00ZMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.:

S. RES. 241

Whereas, Thomas Jefferson, who cham-
pioned the necessity of a free press for a
thriving democratic society, wisely declared,
“Our liberty depends on the freedom of the
press, and that cannot be limited without
being lost.”’;

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted in Paris on December 10, 1948, states,
‘“Everyone has the right to freedom of opin-
ion and expression; this right includes free-
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dom to hold opinions without interference
and to seek, receive and impart information
and ideas through any media and regardless
of frontiers.”’;

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed the third day of
May of each year to be “World Press Free-
dom Day’—

(1) to celebrate the fundamental principles
of freedom of the press;

(2) to evaluate freedom of the press around
the world;

(3) to defend the media against attacks on
its independence; and

(4) to pay tribute to journalists who have
lost their lives while working in their profes-
sion;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-166) ex-
panded the examination of the freedom of
the press around the world in the annual
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
published by the Department of State;

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, and Decem-
ber 18, 2019, the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted Resolution 68/163 and Resolu-
tion 74/157, respectively, on the safety of
journalists and the problem of impunity, un-
equivocally condemning all attacks on, and
violence against, journalists and media
workers, including torture, extrajudicial
killing, enforced disappearance, arbitrary de-
tention, and intimidation and harassment in
conflict and nonconflict situations;

Whereas the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution and various
State constitutions protect freedom of the
press in the United States;

Whereas the United States Government
has used the Global Magnitsky Human
Rights Accountability Act (subtitle F of
title XII of Public Law 114-328) to place tar-
geted visa and economic restrictions on indi-
viduals, including for their roles in the tar-
geted killings of journalists;

Whereas, in an effort to combat attacks
against journalists, Secretary of State
Antony J. Blinken recently announced a new
policy allowing the Department of State to
impose visa restrictions on individuals who,
acting on behalf of a foreign government, are
believed to have been directly engaged in se-
rious, extraterritorial counter-dissident ac-
tivities, including those that suppress, har-
ass, surveil, threaten, or harm journalists,
activists, or other persons perceived to be
dissidents for their work;

Whereas the 2021 World Press Freedom
Index, compiled by Reporters Without Bor-
ders, warns that the COVID-19 pandemic ‘‘il-
lustrates the negative factors threatening
the right to reliable information’ and ampli-
fies the many crises that threaten media
freedom and pluralism;

Whereas the Freedom in the World 2021 re-
port, published by Freedom House, noted
that 2020 was an especially hazardous year
for democracy, during which ‘‘less than 20
percent of the world’s population [then lived]
in a Free country, the smallest proportion
since 1995°’;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists—

(1) at least 30 journalists were killed in
2020, 21 of whom were singled out in retalia-
tion for their work, an increase from 10 mur-
ders in 2019;

(2) Mexico, Afghanistan, and the Phil-
ippines had the most retaliatory killings in
2020;

(3) at least 274 journalists were behind bars
in relation to their work on December 1,
2020, marking the fifth consecutive year that
at least 250 journalists were imprisoned glob-
ally;

(4) China, Turkey, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia
were responsible for nearly half of all jailed
journalists worldwide;
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(5) journalists around the world have been
targeted by sophisticated spyware products
that pose a severe risk to their safety and
the safety of their sources; and

(6) the world’s most censored countries in-
clude Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan,
Saudi Arabia, China, Vietnam, Iran, Equa-
torial Guinea, Belarus, and Cuba;

Whereas the Government of China has un-
leashed an onslaught of attacks on press
freedom in China and Hong Kong, including
through—

(1) state-sponsored censorship and
disinformation campaigns limiting access to
information about the novel coronavirus, in-
cluding through its censorship of virus-re-
lated keywords on social media platforms;

(2) attacks on press freedom in Hong Kong,
including the passage of the National Secu-
rity Law, which poses an existential threat
to the city’s tradition of press freedom, and
the arrest and subsequent conviction of
Jimmy Lai, owner of Hong Kong’s largest
media outlet, Apple Daily, and an outspoken
democracy advocate;

(3) arrests or other repressive actions
against independent journalists and others
in mainland China attempting to share un-
censored news or opinion about the COVID-
19 outbreak, including the detention of cit-
izen journalist Chen Qiushi, who remains in-
communicado; and

(4) the detention of journalists critical of
the Government of China, including Chen
Jieren, who was sentenced to 15 years in 2020,
following 2 years of incommunicado deten-
tion, after blogging about allegations of cor-
rupt local officials;

Whereas Afghanistan remains one of the
most dangerous countries for journalists,
with—

(1) militant groups targeting at least 4
journalists for murder in retaliation for
their work in 2020; and

(2) at least 4 media workers killed in early
2021;

Whereas Belarus has witnessed sweeping
attacks against the press since Alexander
Lukashenka’s fraudulent election in August
2020, where since the beginning of 2020, near-
ly 550 journalists and media workers have
been harassed, assaulted, imprisoned, or oth-
erwise retaliated against for their work, in-
cluding—

(1) Katsiaryna Barysevich, a physician, and
Artsyom Sarokin, a journalist, who were re-
spectively charged with 6 months and 2 years
in a penal colony (on charges of disclosing
medical data and instigating a crime, respec-
tively) for disclosing information about a
protestor who was killed during a crackdown

on demonstrations against President
Lukashenka;
(2) Katerina Borisevich, a journalist

charged with 6 months in prison after con-
tradicting official statements about the
cause of death of a protester; and

(3) Katsiaryna Andreyeva and Daria
Chultsova, journalists sentenced to 2 years
in prison (on charges of violating public
order) for filming live coverage of the violent
dispersal of a protest against President
Lukashenka;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders as-
serts that ‘‘press freedom in [Burma] has
been set back ten years in ten days’ after
the February 2021 military coup, during
which—

(1) at least 40 journalists were arrested, in-
cluding BBC journalist Aung Thura and As-
sociated Press journalist Thein Zaw;

(2) media workers were forced into hiding
and confronted censorship, harassment,
internet blocks, beatings, interrogations,
threats, and injuries at the hands of the
military; and

(3) multiple independent media outlets had
to cease operations or close altogether or
had their licenses revoked by the military;



May 26, 2021

Whereas Cuba remains a highly restricted
environment for independent media, marked
by internet restrictions and constant harass-
ment of journalists and news outlets, includ-
ing—

(1) independent journalist Yoel Suarez,
who was summoned to a police station in
March 2021 for the second time in 2 months
as a result of his work;

(2) Iliana Hernandez, who was charged with
illegally possessing journalistic equipment
in January 2020;

(3) Luz Escobar, a journalist who was re-
peatedly barred by security forces from leav-
ing her home;

(4) an official notice from the Cuban Min-
istry of Labor and Social Security in Feb-
ruary reiterating the longstanding govern-
ment policy that bars independent ‘‘journal-
ists activities” and the independent pub-
lishing of ‘‘edition of newspapers, tabloids
and magazines in any format’’; and

(5) a March 2020 raid on the office of the
Instituto Cubano por la Libertad de Expres-
sion y Prensa (ICLEP) publication Paginas
Villarenas, during which Cuban Government
authorities confiscated equipment and de-
tained multiple journalists;

Whereas Egypt’s restrictions on the media
have accelerated under President Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi since 2013, with at least 27
journalists imprisoned during 2020, includ-
ing—

(1) Esraa Abdelfattah, who has attempted
multiple hunger strikes to protest her tor-
ture and mistreatment while detained;

(2) Shimaa Samy, who was detained on
charges of joining a terrorist organization,
spreading false news, and misusing social
media for his work;

(3) Hisham Abdel Aziz, an Al Jazeera jour-
nalist on the verge of losing his eyesight fol-
lowing untreated glaucoma while in prison;
and

(4) Mahmoud Abou Zeid, who was released
after 5 years in prison, but remains subject
to a 5-year probation term that requires him
to spend the hours of 6:00 p.m. through 6:00
a.m. at a police station every night;

Whereas assaults on press freedom in El
Salvador imperil its fragile democracy and
include both verbal attacks on journalists by
political leaders and use of state power to in-
timidate independent media, such as—

(1) the ongoing criminal investigation
against outlet El Faro, which was launched
after it reported damaging information
about the administration; and

(2) the online attacks and threats to jour-
nalists from the outlet Revista Factum, which
has been banned from press conferences at
the presidential residence;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders and Freedom House, Indian authori-
ties have recently imposed internet and com-
munication blackouts, detained and charged
journalists covering political demonstra-
tions, and called for the temporary blockage
of journalists and media accounts on Twit-
ter;

Whereas Iran remains a hostile environ-
ment for the press, where media workers are
subjected to summons, arrests, and unjust
sentences, including—

(1) investigative journalist Ruhollah Zam,
who was executed on December 4, 2020, after
being disappeared in October 2019 and
charged with ‘‘corruption on earth’ for his
reporting;

(2) freelance journalist Fariborz Kalantari,
who was sentenced on February 7, 2021, to 7
years in prison and 74 lashes for using his
telegram channel to circulate articles about
corruption charges brought against the ex-
Vice President’s brother; and

(3) editor of weekly Agrin Rozh, Mahmoud
Mahmoudi, who was arrested by agents of
the Ministry of Intelligence in Sanandaj
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after issuing an open letter calling for the
release of detained Kurdish activists;

Whereas Reporters Without Borders re-
ported that Mexico was the world’s deadliest
country for journalists outside of a war zone
in 2020, where reporters covering stories on
political corruption and organized crime are
frequently assaulted and murdered, includ-
ing—

(1) Ruben Pat, a local news website editor
who was gunned down on the street after re-
questing urgent protection when one of his
reporters, Jose Guadalupe Chan Dzib, was
murdered; and

(2) Mario Leonel Gomez Sanchez, a jour-
nalist who was murdered in the southern
state of Chiapas after covering cases of in-
creased violence and alleged corruption im-
plicating municipal officials;

Whereas on March 1, 2021 the Day of the
Journalist in Nicaragua, 470 journalists from
around the world signed a letter denouncing
years of persecution of journalists in Nica-
ragua, which has included news outlets
forced to close and individual journalists
being threatened, harassed, sued, surveilled,
jailed, and forced into exile, including—

(1) Miguel Angel Gahona, who was shot in
April 2018 while filming riots; and

(2) Miguel Mora, Director of 100% Noticias,
and journalist Lucia Pineda, who were ar-
rested in April 2018 and subsequently tor-
tured;

Whereas Honduras remains one of the
Western Hemisphere’s deadliest countries for
journalists, where those working for opposi-
tion media or who are outspoken critics of
the government are subjected to harassment,
intimidation, and death threats by the coun-
try’s security forces and its affiliates, in-
cluding—

(1) freelance journalist Luis Alonzo
Almendares, who was killed by 2 unidentified
individuals in Comayagua in September 2020;
and

(2) radio journalist Pedro Arcangel
Canelas, who was shot and killed in the rural
department of Olancho in December 2020;

Whereas media workers face heightened
dangers in Russia, where more than 210
rights infractions took place during protests
following the arrest of opposition leader
Alexander Navalny in January and February
2021, and wide-spread harassment, censor-
ship, and state-driven retaliation are com-
monplace, including in the cases of—

(1) Sergei Smirnov, who was sentenced to
25 days in jail after sharing a joke on Twit-
ter that called for ‘‘rallies in support of
Navalny’’;

(2) Dmitry Nikitin, who was detained while
covering a protest;

(3) Elena Kostyuchenko, a journalist de-
tained after covering a protest in Sochi;

(4) Ivan Kleimenov, a freelance photog-
rapher who was severely beaten by police
with a stun gun while covering a protest, and
consequently sentenced to 10 days in jail;

(5) Ivan Safronov, a former investigative
journalist arrested in July 2020 on politically
motivated charges of treason; and

(6) Svetlana Prokopieva, a correspondent
for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and
Echo of Moscow, who was found guilty of
“inciting terrorism’ and fined 500,000 rubles
after reporting on the suicide of a 17-year-old
inside a Federal Security Service building;

Whereas in the Ukrainian territory of Cri-
mea, UKkrainian journalists and bloggers
have repeatedly been threatened, arrested,
and tortured for resisting Russian occupa-
tion, such as the detention of Crimean jour-
nalist Vladyslav Yesipenko and Crimean
Tatar journalists Osman Arifmemetov,
Rustem Sheikhaliev, and Remzi Bekirov;

Whereas the Office of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence has concluded that the
murder of Washington Post journalist and
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American resident Jamal Khashoggi in
Istanbul in 2018 was approved by Saudi
Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman;

Whereas the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
maintains an especially hostile environment
towards journalists through systematic and
arbitrary arrests, torture and inhumane or
degrading treatment, lengthy pre-trial de-
tentions, political persecution, and condi-
tional release restrictions, which inhibit re-
porters and columnists from traveling or re-
turning to their professional work post-de-
tention, including—

(1) Maha Al-Rafidi Al-Qahtani, a journalist
and writer arrested in September 2019, held
in solitary confinement, and physically
abused while in prison;

(2) Redha Al-Boori, a writer and journalist
detained for almost 2 years in an unknown
location;

(3) Khadija Al-Harbi, a Saudi feminist writ-
er and online commentator arrested along-
side her husband, journalist and blogger
Thumar Al-Marzouqi, while in the late
stages of pregnancy; and

(4) Saleh Al-Shehi, a noted anti-corruption
columnist sentenced to 5 years in prison in
2018 for ‘‘insulting the royal court’, who died
3 weeks after his release from prison;

Whereas the battle for a free press con-
tinues to be fought in Southeast Asia,
where—

(1) Bangladeshi journalists have repeatedly
been arrested and charged under the Digital
Security Act, some of whom have been sub-
jected to torture and one of whom died in
custody;

(2) Steven Gan, the Editor-in-Chief of the
news organization Malaysiakini, was interro-
gated after readers left comments criticizing
Malaysia’s judiciary on a Mayalysiakini ar-
ticle reporting on a court’s lifting of a
coronavirus lockdown;

(3) Filipino-American journalist Maria
Ressa has been targeted by the Filipino Gov-
ernment’s aggressive campaign against inde-
pendent media after her reporting on Presi-
dent Duterte’s ‘‘war on drugs’’;

(4) Thum Ping Tjin, founder and director of
New Naratif, a democracy-focused media or-
ganization, was detained by Singaporean po-
lice after being accused of publishing unau-
thorized and ‘‘illegal’’ paid advertisements
on Facebook during the July election cam-
paign; and

(5) Vietnamese journalists Pham Chi Dung,
Nguyen Tuong Thuy, and Le Huu Minh Tuan
were each sentenced to more than 10 years in
prison;

Whereas press freedom continues to face
challenges in sub-Saharan Africa, including
in—

(1) Ethiopia, where journalist Lucy Kassa
was questioned by unidentified men on her
reporting of the Government of Ethiopia’s
armed conflict with the Tigray People’s Lib-
eration Front and whose house was ran-
sacked;

(2) Cameroon, where journalist Samuel
Wazizi was arrested for his reporting and
held incommunicado for nearly one year be-
fore the government announced that he had
died in custody;

(3) Ghana, where Manasseh Azure Awuni
received death threats as a result of his re-
porting on the Ghanaian election;

(4) Nigeria, where the press faces a ‘‘cli-
mate of permanent violence” and journal-
ists, including Omoyele Sowore, have been
‘“‘spied on, attacked, arbitrarily arrested, or
even killed”’;

(5) South Sudan, where reporter Bullen
Alexander was detained without cause for 4
days while covering the University of Juba’s
student protests and Christopher Allen was
killed with impunity and without investiga-
tion while reporting on the civil war; and

(6) Zimbabwe, where journalist and
filmmaker Hopewell Chin’ono was abducted
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from his home and sentenced 45 days with an
iron leg chain for his live-streaming of pro-
tests and investigative reporting;

Whereas the Turkish Journalists’ Associa-
tion reported that—

(1) in 2020—

(A) 1 out of every 4 Turkish journalists
was subjected to physical violence;

(B) 1 out of every 2 Turkish journalists
were threatened; and

(C) 1 out of every 5 Turkish journalists
faced trial (often on fabricated terrorism
charges); and

(2) Turkey is maintaining its standing as—

(A) 1 of the world’s most oppressive envi-
ronments for press freedom; and

(B) 1 of the world’s leading jailers of
journalists;

Whereas the Government of Venezuela con-
tinues to target independent media outlets,
attacking freedom of expression and severely
limiting Venezuelan access to accurate in-
formation with at least 7 different media
outlets targeted in 2021, including an inci-
dent in January 2021 where government offi-
cials entered the studio of the independent
news station Venezolanos por la Informacion
in Caracas without a warrant, seized their
work equipment, and threatened the journal-
ists with arrest if they continued to report;

Whereas, under the auspices of the United
States Agency for Global Media, the United
States Government provides financial assist-
ance to several editorially independent
media outlets, including Voice of America,
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Radio
Free Asia, the Office of Cuba Broadcasting,
and the Middle East Broadcast Networks—

(1) which report and broadcast news, infor-
mation, and analysis in critical regions
around the world; and

(2) whose journalists regularly face harass-
ment, fines, and imprisonment for their
work; and

Whereas the freedom of the press—

(1) is a key component of democratic gov-
ernance, activism in civil society, and socio-
economic development; and

(2) enhances public accountability, trans-
parency, and participation in civil society
and democratic governance: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) declares that a free press—

(A) is a central component of free soci-
eties, democratic governance, and contrib-
utes to an informed civil society, and gov-
ernment accountability;

(B) helps expose corruption, and enhances
public accountability and transparency of
governments at all levels; and

(C) disseminates information essential to
improving public health and safety;

(2) expresses concerns about threats to
press freedom and freedom of expression
around the world;

(3) recognizes and commends journalism’s
role in providing trusted, accurate, and time-
ly information and in holding governments
and leaders accountable to citizens;

(4) is dismayed that, under cover of the
COVID-19 pandemic, many governments
have restricted the work of journalists re-
porting on the public health crisis and on
peaceful protests on a variety of issues;

(5) pays tribute to journalists who made
tremendous sacrifices, including the loss of
their lives, in the pursuit of truth and jus-
tice;

(6) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress freedom of the press;

(7) calls for the unconditional and imme-
diate release of all imprisoned journalists;

(8) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of
the press to efforts of the United States Gov-
ernment to support democracy, mitigate
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and
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(9) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State—

(A) to preserve and build upon the leader-
ship of the United States on issues relating
to freedom of the press, on the basis of the
protections afforded the American people
under the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States;

(B) to transparently investigate and bring
to justice the perpetrators of attacks against
journalists; and

(C) to promote the respect and protection
of freedom of the press around the world.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 242—EX-

PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 4, 2021,
AS “NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS DAY” AND JUNE
2021 AS “NATIONAL GUN VIO-
LENCE AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. CASEY, Mr. MERKLEY, and
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REsS. 242

Whereas, each year in the United States,
more than—

(1) 38,500 individuals are killed and 85,000
individuals are wounded by gunfire;

(2) 14,000 individuals are killed in homi-
cides involving guns;

(3) 23,000 individuals die by suicide using a
gun; and

(4) 480 individuals are killed in uninten-
tional shootings;

Whereas, since 1968, more individuals have
died from guns in the United States than
have died on the battlefields of all the wars
in the history of the United States;

Whereas 2020 was one of the deadliest years
on record for the United States, with an esti-
mated 19,300 individuals killed in gun homi-
cides or nonsuicide-related shootings, a 25
percent increase over 2019;

Whereas unintentional shooting deaths by
children increased by nearly %5, comparing
incidents in March to December of 2020 to
the same months in 2019;

Whereas, by 1 count, in 2020 in the United
States, there were 610 mass shooting inci-
dents in which at least 4 individuals were
killed or wounded by gunfire;

Whereas, every year in the United States,
more than 3,000 children and teens are killed
by gun violence and 15,000 children and teens
are shot and wounded;

Whereas approximately 8,800 individuals in
the United States under the age of 25 die be-
cause of gun violence annually, including
Hadiya Pendleton, who, in 2013, was killed at
15 years of age in Chicago, Illinois, while
standing in a park;

Whereas, on June 4, 2021, to recognize the
24th birthday of Hadiya Pendleton (born
June 2, 1997), individuals across the United
States will recognize National Gun Violence
Awareness Day and wear orange in tribute
to—

(1) Hadiya Pendleton and other victims of
gun violence; and

(2) the loved ones of those victims; and

Whereas June 2021 is an appropriate month
to designate as ‘‘National Gun Violence
Awareness Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports—

(A) the designation of ‘“National Gun Vio-
lence Awareness Month” and the goals and
ideals of that month; and
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(B) the designation of ‘‘National Gun Vio-
lence Awareness Day’’, in remembrance of
the victims of gun violence; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to—

(A) promote greater awareness of gun vio-
lence and gun safety;

(B) wear orange, the color that hunters
wear to show that they are not targets, on
‘““National Gun Violence Awareness Day’’;

(C) concentrate heightened attention on
gun violence during the summer months,
when gun violence typically increases; and

(D) bring community members and leaders
together to discuss ways to make commu-
nities safer.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 243—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2021 AS ‘“OLDER
AMERICANS MONTH”

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KELLY, Mr. BRAUN, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. BURR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
RUBIO, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 243

Whereas President John F. Kennedy first
designated May as ‘‘Senior Citizens Month”’
in 1963;

Whereas, in 1963, only approximately
17,778,000 individuals living in the United
States were 65 years of age or older, approxi-
mately %5 of those individuals lived in pov-
erty, and few programs existed to meet the
needs of older individuals in the United
States;

Whereas, in 2020, there were more than
55,669,365 individuals who were 65 years of
age or older in the United States, and those
individuals accounted for 16.9 percent of the
total population of the United States;

Whereas, during the COVID-19 pandemic
over 449,000 individuals in the United States
who were 65 years of age or older have died
due to COVID-19. Additionally over 183,000
residents and workers in long-term care fa-
cilities have succumbed to the virus;

Whereas approximately 10,800 individuals
in the United States turn 65 years of age
each day;

Whereas, in 2020, more than 9,015,549 vet-
erans of the Armed Forces were 65 years of
age or older;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States rely on Federal programs, such as
programs under the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including the Medicare
program under title XVIII of that Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) and the Medicaid program
under title XIX of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.), for financial security and high-quality
affordable health care;

Whereas the Older Americans Act of 1965
(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) provides—

(1) supportive services to help individuals
in the United States who are 60 years of age
or older maintain maximum independence in
the homes and communities of those individ-
uals; and

(2) funding for programs, including nutri-
tion services, transportation, and care man-
agement, to assist more than 10,851,164 older
individuals in the United States each year;

Whereas, in 2020, an estimated 6,317,000 in-
dividuals in the United States who were 65
years of age or older continued to work as
full-time, year-round employees;

Whereas older individuals in the United
States play an important role in society by
continuing to contribute their experience,
knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments;
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